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REVIVING MRS. JONES
EPISODE #1 - “RUDE AWAKENING”
ACT ONE
INT. JONE’S HOUSE - STAIRWAY - NIGHT
A MAN, African American, holding a duffle bag approaches. He
can only be seen from the waist down. He creeps up the
stairs.
INT. JONE’S HOUSE - UPSTAIRS HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS
The man emerges from the stairs. He quietly opens the door of
a room. From the entrance he watches a woman in bed asleep.
INT. JONES’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS
The man walks to the opposite side of the bed. He puts down
his bag. His pants drop to the floor. As he removes his
shirt, his face can be seen. He lies down on the bed with his
back to the woman.
INT. JONE'S HOUSE - DINING ROOM - DAY
DAVID JONES (58) African American, the same man seen getting
into bed now sits at the dining room table reading a magazine
and holding a cup of coffee. He’s joined by DEDRA JONES (60)
Bi-racial, wearing pajamas and a construction hardhat. She
holds a cup of coffee in one hand and David’s breakfast plate
in the other as she sits beside him.
DEDRA
You’ll never guess who I ran into
yesterday.
Dedra hands David his plate.
DAVID
A construction worker who thought
you’d look good in a hardhat?
Dedra chuckles at David’s reply.
DEDRA
This is part of the equipment I’ll
need for today’s project.
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DAVID
What project is that?
DEDRA
Habitat for Humanity, I told you about
it. Lisa and I have been looking
forward to this for months now.

David looks up at his wife and her hardhat.
DAVID
It suits you.
DEDRA
It does? Thanks. Anyway, I saw Imani
yesterday.
DAVID
Our old housekeeper?
DEDRA
Yes, she looks good, and she’s married
now.
DAVID
Really? From what I recall she was a
very large woman.
DEDRA
She lost the weight, she looks great.
You wouldn’t recognize her, I almost
didn’t.
David gets up and heads for the living room. Dedra follows
him.
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INT. JONE’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS
With briefcase in hand, David heads for the front door. Dedra
follows behind him.
DAVID
I’ll probably be working late again,
actually, for the rest of the week.
DEDRA
It’s becoming the norm.
David kisses Dedra on the cheek.
Dedra’s cell phone rings.
DEDRA (CONT'D)
I gotta take this.
David heads out the door. Dedra heads for her bedroom, while
on the phone.
DEDRA (CONT'D)
Hey, I’m about to jump into the shower
now.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
INT. JONE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS
Dedra continues to talk on the phone with LISA MEYERS (50)
African American, Dedra’s very brisk, and outspoken best
friend. Dedra grabs the duffel bag David dropped the night
before.
DEDRA
I forgot to get a cooler. You think I
could use a duffel bag?
LISA
I don’t see why not.
Dedra dumps everything inside the bag onto the bed.
DEDRA
I mean its got wheels -Dedra sees a pair of woman’s underwear among the things from
David’s bag. She cautiously picks it up.
LISA (V.O.)
Can it hold water?
Dedra stares at the pair of underwear.
LISA
Dedra.... Hello?
EXT. HABITAT FOR HUMANITIE’S BUILDING SITE - DAY
Dedra pulls up in her car but doesn’t get out. Lisa walks up
to her car window. Dedra’s in tears.
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LISA
I know you’re hurting, and you just
wanna wallow in what you’re feeling
right now -DEDRA
Thirty years Lisa, thirty years -LISA
I know Honey, but let’s not focus on
that right now. We’ve been looking
forward to this for months. Don’t let
him ruin it for you.
DEDRA
He already has.
LISA
No, no Dedra he hasn’t, not yet. You
have a choice here; you can let that
happen, or you can use this to take
your mind off of it, at least for now.

Dedra looks up at Lisa, wipes her tears, and gets out of the
car. Lisa gives her a hug.
LISA (CONT'D)
You’ll have plenty of time to wallow
later.
Dedra stops Lisa from hugging her.
DEDRA
Don’t, don’t hug me, I won’t stop -- I
mean I’ll just keep --
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LISA
Okay, I understand... So... we’re
doing this right? You ready to get
your hands dirty and do some good?
DEDRA
I need help getting the bags out of
the car.
LISA
You didn’t put everything in the
duffel....

Dedra gives Lisa a mean glance.
LISA (CONT'D)
Of course not, I’m sorry. I wasn’t
thinking. Let’s get the bags.
Dedra and Lisa head for the trunk of Dedra’s car.
CONSTRUCTION WORKER (30s) Hispanic, sees the ladies by the
car and jogs towards them.
CONSTRUCTION WORKER
You ladies leaving so soon?
Dedra focuses on what’s in the trunk, while Lisa stops to
talk and check out the hunky Construction worker.
LISA
No, we’re part of the water and snacks
committee. We’re just getting stuff
out of the trunk. We just got here.
CONSTRUCTION WORKER ONE
Oh, great, okay. Can I help?
Dedra hands him a large bag, without saying a word.
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LISA
There you go.

Lisa looks at Dedra with a smile as the three head toward the
site. They’re all loaded down with bags.
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
EXT. JONE’S DRIVEWAY - NIGHT
Dedra pulls her car up into the driveway. The engine and
headlights are turned off, but she doesn’t get out of the
car.
INT. DEDRA’S CAR - NIGHT
Dedra stares out of the front view window. She starts to
slowly bang on the steering wheel with both hands. The slow
banging escalates to a rageful beating of the wheel.
INT. JONE'S HOUSE - DINING ROOM - DAY
As usual David Jones sits at the table reading his favorite
trade magazine for architects. Dedra brings him his morning
coffee.
DAVID
Thanks Babe.
Moments after Dedra walks away David’s cell phone rings. He
declines the call.
Dedra arrives with David’s breakfast plate and sits it in
front of him. David glances at the plate and sees nothing but
the pair of women’s underwear found in his duffle bag.
David stares at the plate, then looks up at Dedra standing
over him from the opposite side of the table.
END OF ACT THREE
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